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From the President: Meeting Place
What drives attendance at our SAR Chapter meetings? 8 March 2008

Beginning last November, the Seattle Chapter moved its meeting place fron] Ren-
ton to Shoreline. This new location at the Old Country Buffet is closer to the majority of
our membership and the response to the change has generally been positive. Our fnembgjd Country
ship is increasing while our attendance varies from month to month. It is still too sopn to
determine a trend. Buffet

In order to reserve the exclusive use of our meeting room, we need to have plfipt9 Aurora Ave. N
mum number in attendance. Our meeting time at 9:00 AM on the second Saturdaypas Shoreline, WA
been unchanged for years and provides some stability. Historically our December mheeting
have been cancelled but we held one this year. Obviously many people are busier |n De-
cember and we may want to revisit this issue next fall. Our February meeting was 4ched- 9:00 AM
uled the same day as precinct caucuses in Washington State. If faced with a decisfn as tQ
whether to attend an SAR meeting and discuss his patriotic duty or participate in th¢ presi-
dential election process, | would expect a compatridbtather than taiscusshis duty. Except June thru Aug]
We each have only so many hours in a given month and must make decisions as tq how to
best use our limited time. For example, after our February meeting, | attended the ;Lrs:;nct
caucus for my political party and was elected a delegate to their county convention.

nd Saturday

mm:

need to decide whether or not to attend that convention and promote the candidate of my choice and the prindiples fol

which our ancestors fought or to attend and preside at our SAR chapter meeting in April.
| have been pondering why compatriots attend or do not attend SAR nj

ings, so | am sharing my thoughts. Some of us may be retired and have morg

eet-
avail-

able time than those still employed or those having children or grandchildren

sions on the principles for which our ancestors fought and how those principl
ply today; some meetings are taken up with discussions of bylaws and SAR

their own reasons for coming to the meetings. What are yours?

from those of you in the middle that may have suggestions as to how to impr
meetings. I donét personally get

my motivation is to help the members get more from their participation in SAR
thereby improve the community by having our members further the objectives
organization. There is much that the SAR can do to improve our communitieg
we need more member involvement to accomplish this.

t

home. As we get older, it is often less convenient to get out and about to medtings.
Our SAR meetings do not all have the same programs. Some meetings have]a gues
speaker; some have one our own making a presentation; some have lively didcus-

ap-
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ties. Some members come mostly for the breakfast and fellowship. Everyong has

Obviously we cannot please everyone with every meeting, but | wouldjcer-
tainly appreciate feedback from the membership regarding what would make pur
meetings and activities more appealing to each of you. Some compatriots tryfto at-
tend every meeting, some rarely or never attend. | would particularly like to hgar
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